Clinical experience with the management of schizophrenia in the general hospital.
On the basis of experience with 74 psychiatric consultations involving patients with schizophrenia admitted to a general hospital medical or surgical ward over a 17-month period (3% of the psychiatric consultations during that period), the authors identified 10 types of problems leading to requests for consultation. The authors used these categories to organize recommendations for management of patients with schizophrenia in the general medical hospital. In addition to conducting conventional consultations, the consultation psychiatrist in such cases often has a role in educating hospital staff about schizophrenia and in serving as a physician for the mentally ill.